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Greeting Parents,
     The new school year is underway and I want to take this opportunity to introduce myself and address basic bus safety rules in hopes that you will discuss them with your student and make the 2025-26 school year a safe and prosperous one.  For those of you with High School aged students, this is a great opportunity for them to practice their leadership skills by encouraging younger students who look up to them to act appropriately on the bus. Well behaved students that allow the driver to focus on driving leads to safer bus ride and is the number one retention tool for drivers.  Unfortunately, we lose quality bus drivers every year due to the challenges of managing behavior on our buses.  These drivers understand the dangers that misconduct can cause and don’t want to assume the responsibility of a student being injured under their supervision.  
     Lamers is always looking to hire responsible, highly motivated individuals to add to our Lamers driving team.  If you know of someone that’s dependable, with a strong moral character, safe driving record, and 21 or older, Lamers offers paid training and competitive wages.  Having enough drivers ensures we don’t have to cancel a route due to a driver cancelation, ensures we are able to cover all the field trips and sporting events.  Help us help you. 
     Below is a list of the 5 Basic rules that are expected of your students while riding the bus and a brief explanation.  Individual drivers may impose additional rules to address specific concerns on a bus. Best practice is for students to comply with the instructions of their bus driver without argument.  If you or your student have any questions or concerns about rules being enforced on your students bus please don’t hesitate to contact me.  I am providing my personal cell phone number as I take these matters seriously and would like to ensure Lamers is providing excellent services.
1.  ALL students MUST remain in their seat throughout the bus ride.  No leaning out into the aisles, no standing up and reaching over the seats, no switching seats periodically throughout the ride.  This is for your child's safety.  Buses are designed without seat belts but with high back padded seats.  If the bus needs to stop abruptly, which happens on occasion, being seated properly in the seat is what will keep your child safe. If a child is standing up, switching seats, leaning into the aisle they can become a projectile and serious injury is possible. 
2. No eating on the bus.  It's not permitted for students to eat on the bus for a few reasons.  Choking hazards can occur and can sometimes go undetected while riding. Food allergies are very common, and we have no way of monitoring what types of foods are being brought on the bus.  Cleanliness of the bus becomes a real problem.  Lamers strives to keep a clean environment for all students to enjoy.  I'm sure you can imagine what happens on a bus with 65 students eating candy, sticky snacks and sugary drinks while driving down the road. If water is necessary due to warm temps etc, we suggest a water bottle with lid.  If students abuse this privilege by spraying other kids or making a big mess we deal with that on an individual basis.
3. No screaming or screeching on the bus.  The drivers have the arduous task of staying focused on their driving under challenging circumstances.  When children scream it distracts the driver and they must respond to the distraction as if a child is being injured by another student, stung by a bee, or many possible concerns.  Riders are encouraged to use their indoor voices, as 65 students screaming over each other makes it impossible for the driver to be safe.  We understand elementary kids will be more rambunctious in the afternoon, but compliance with these basic rules is still expected.
4. No Touching other students.  It's not permitted to inappropriately touch, punch, wrestle, and rough house regardless if it’s consensual or not. 
5. No throwing things.  No throwing balls, stuffed animals, candy, etc.  Every year a student is injured by something thrown.
David VonDoloski, Manager, Lamers Bus Lines, Cell 608-343-5312
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