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About Us
Since 2017, Livable Saint John has Liveable

promoted dialogue with community ‘ Saint John
stakeholders, government, and local

organizations to make neighborhoods

healthier, more equitable, and more

liveable for future generations.
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1. Given the complex legal and
jurisdictional landscape, AIM could
resume operations in the lower west

2. To summarize the risks to public
safety from AIM on our community

3. To propose how the City of Saint
John can take a leadership role in
shaping the best possible outcome
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Jurisdiction

New 4= %Nouveau
Brunswick
e Regulated by the Department of CANADA
The Environment
e 40-Year Lease with the Saint John EOOITEathJohn
Port Corporation, signed in 2002 i

e Power supplied by Saint John Energy fgn_erg,y
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Background

Licensing and Legal Action

IN THE COURT oF KING'S BENCH oF NEW BRUNswick
TRIAL DIVISION
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF SAINT JOHN

BETWEEN:

Salvage Dealer |iCenSe = ReVOked AMERICANIRON&METALCOMPANYINCI

FEB 12 2024
COUR U BANC DU ROl
T

LA COMPAGNIE AMERICAINE DE FER & METAUX INC, ]

Approval to Operate - Suspended

Applicant,

THE PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK a represented by )
THE MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT,

. i k’ |
AIM is suing the Province of New Brunswic -

NOTICE oF APPLICATION AVIS DE REQUET) E
6D)

. . I to (FORM 1 (FORMULE 16D)
to squash the suspension of their Approva L |

TO:  The Respondent
The Province of New Brunswick
2 represented by the Minister of
Environment and Local Govemment : |
. /o Office of the Attomey Generay |
o at e I S S u e Chancery Place, Room 2078 |
perate,

Fredericton, NB E3B 1E9 |

ces e -
Limited monitoring and enforcement resour e
ed mo
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Plaza, Saint John, New Brunswick at John, Nuuveauimnswick, le
am/pm. on the day of 2024 3 €N vue d'obtenir
+ 2024, for an order as setout lordonnance décrite ci-dessous, |

: here
Pending the outcome of this court case, t T

appear at the hearing of the application at the devrez comparaitre 4 l'audition de Ja requéte |
Place, date and time stated, either in Personor aux fiey, date et heure indiqués, soit en |
by a New Brunswick lawyer acting on your - personne oy Parl'intermédiaire d'yn avocat du I
behalf. ick argé

is a risk of AIM repening I
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AIM: History of Hazards
e Since expanded recycling operations began

in 2011, there have been 181 explosions e
and 22 fires at the recyclingplant ...
. R . Large fire and explosions damage American Iron
e Shut down in 2018 following a series of and Metal plant in Saint John

Fire department says fire likely started from friction during processing of
‘fluff'

explosions at the site.
e Fire in September 2020 caused significant
damage and risk to first responders




Background

Workplace Safety and Loss of Life

e Bruce Lagace lost his life on November
24, 2021.

e AIM has pleaded guilty in connection to
the 2022 Saint John scrapyard death of
Darrell Richards.

e The company has pleaded guilty to an
unrelated safety charge at Point Lepreau
in 2021.

liveablesj.ca
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Sept 14 Fire

Community Impacts

City-wide Shelter-in-place order due to
hazardous smoke

$219,000 in costs related to fighting the fire
Loss of gardens, cost incurred to rehabilitate soil
Damage from toxins/debris on neighbouring
property

Environmental contamination and Health
concerns

liveablesj.ca

@#CBC ‘ MENU ~ Q search 2 signin
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New Brunswick

4 Saint John soil sites tested after AIM fire show
higher than expected levels of metals, chemicals

iiiii da

Department of Health updates advice to gardeners as investigation
continues
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Joint Provincial-Port Task Force
The task force examining the fire that burned for
two days at American Iron and Metal in Saint John

says future fires at the scrapyard are likely, and "a Report of the Task Force
) . .. on American Iron & Metal
catastrophic fire similar to that of Sept. 14, 2023, Operations and

could recur." It also found that AIM's waterfront September 14, 2023 Fire
location, not far from hundreds of west side homes, |
is "entirely inappropriate given its now known
hazards and risks."

- CBC News

\Poorg ; [Saint John Bi‘fﬁ%s”\)’v“”i?ik
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Environment
e Soil and water contamination Mercury:  30x Federal Guidelines*
Cadmium: 28x Federal Guidelines*

o Health riSkS from exposure tO tOXinS * Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment
e Elevated risks without mitigation or

Table 1: Stormceptor Analytical Data June 2018

ongoing testing \’.LL
Long term consequences o R e

PH(unitless) 7-8.7 n/a 7.48 7.47
/ V-
H 4

Total Suspended Solids n/a!
/a n/a 14 30

Ongoing uncertainty about the extent of T 7 Sl .

Total Antimony (Sb) i

n/a | n/a 0.0015 N0.0051_J

Total Arsenic (As) 0.0125 | n/a | 0.0022 | 0,
X .0058

. " 1 ' |
contamination and potential long-term L —— |
] n/a 0.069 . 1

e e -
Total Boron (B) | n/a n/a | 0:13 | <342)(;z ‘

| =N
| |

CO n Seq u e n CeS Total Cadmium (Cd)
Total Calcium (Ca) H 00002 | 0.0034
Total Chromium (Cr) = ] 90

|

]

|

Total Colbalt (Co) n/a [' n/a | 0.00042

: X

|

|

|

Total Copper (Cu)

Total Iron (Fe)

]

|

Total Lead (Pb) |
Total Magnesium (Mg) | n/a

|

]

|

|

T

Total Manganese (Mn)
Total Molybdenum (Mo)
Total Nickel (N)
Total Phosphorus (P)
Total Potassium (K)
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Health

Dust and Debris - Ongoing complaints over
years of operation about dust and debris
covering property

Smoke and Contaminants - Hazardous
smoke produced during the fire, prompting
health advisories.

Waste and Runoff - Potential risks to human
health from contaminants released into the
environment.

Manitoba
Heavy metal soil contamination found at 24
homes in St. Boniface

Residents near industrial park warned to wash vegetables after tests find
levels exceed national guidelines
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In other jurisdictions in North America,

cancer risks associated with metal recycling - CHRON sioni
operations have been studied and reported in ",;";':::;‘;‘;:'a"“;j";earmetal recyclars
the media. :’lye:r:iizl::wmitcarcinogenicponutant ® @ @

“Depending on the yard, they estimated there
would be between 7 and 600 extra cancers
per million people, the latter a risk 600 times
higher than what is acceptable to federal

health scientists”
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/arti
cle/Danger-in-air-near-metal-recyclers-4154951.php?t=11
81ab585b

Derichebourg Recycling USA in Houston has invested millions of dollars to address problems with smoke, fire and
explosions.



https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Danger-in-air-near-metal-recyclers-4154951.php?t=1181ab585b
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Danger-in-air-near-metal-recyclers-4154951.php?t=1181ab585b
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Danger-in-air-near-metal-recyclers-4154951.php?t=1181ab585b
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Impacts on Neighbourhoods

e Negative socio-economic impacts on Saint John and
surrounding communities.

e Enjoyment of Community and property

e Impacts on parks and recreational facilities.

e Disruption of community life due to emergency orders,
shelter advisories, school and business closures, impacting
the local economy and workforce.

e A Sense of Place
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What are some of the ways the AIM facility has impacted you directly?
46 responses

21 (45.7%)
24 (52.2%)

My physical health

My mental health

My quality of life or enjoyme...
My property value
Interruptions to my business
Hasn'’t really impacted me
Impacts people wanting to c...
None whatsoever. It's an ind...
Interruptions to my classroom
Garden polluted and thought...
| will bot be planting any veg...
Job creation

Noise and smell

not one thing

36 (78.3%)
17 (37%)

4 (8.7%)
1(2.2%)
1(2.2%)
1(2.2%)
1(2.2%)
1(2.2%)
1(2.2%)
1(2.2%)
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How has the noise+pollution from the AIM scrap metal facility impacted the health and well being of

you and your family?
46 responses

Respiratory illness 12 (26.1%)

Lost sleep 31 (67.4%)
Anxiety 28 (60.9%)
Depression 9 (19.6%)

Not Applicable 3 (6.5%)

We have lost the enjoyment of... 1(2.2%)
Sudden explosions have exace... 1(2.2%)
TBD 1(2.2%)
Nope 1(2.2%)

air quality significantly affected...
Plants not growing well
None ..

1(2.2%)
1(2.2%)
1(2.2%)
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How has the noise / pollution from the AIM scrap metal facility impacted your decisions around

your home / property?
36 responses

@ | have relocated to another
neighbourhood

@ | plan to relocate to another neighbour...
@ | have lost significant equity on my home
@ | have considered moving to the area,...
[ @ | have attempted to sell my home, but...
( @ | have been told by a realtor that the A...
@ | have sold my property at a significan...

@ | have not had any impacts on my ho...
@ | want to move, but | am unable to sell...
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“We have been exposed to dust
and particulate for years as a result
of these operations and have no
idea of the health impacts.”

“Can't enjoy my back yard or
walking with my dog down by tin
can beach because of the
incessant noise.”

“In the last three years there

have been an unacceptable “Loud explosions,the rattling of
number of times of sudden, windows and dishes in cupboards.
very loud, explosions at the The stink of fire . Throwing out all of
facility.” my vegetable because of the fire.
Loud noise depriving sleep. Feel of
“The explosions, the black build anxiety from said explosions and
up on my siding, | stopped fires. How could your property not
growing veggies as | did not lose value? How is this affecting my

know what | would be ingesting.” health?”
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“This created panic across the city.”

“| was awakened during the early “Our properly value has decreased

hours of the explosion thinking my by 40%. Next, we cannot enjoy our

house was on fire; my vegetable house at all with all the explosions.

garden was completely polluted by My wife cannot hang her clothes

the fall out. | have slight asthma out during the warmer months

which became worse” because of the smell it gets into our
clothing.”

“The reputation of city of Saint John has
been negatively impacted AIM.”
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Saint John can Take The Lead

Amid the complex jurisdiction and legal climate,
the City of Saint John can take a leadership role in
developing a collaborative, long-term solution with
various community partners, that represents the
best interests of residents.

This will be a long-term, multifaceted project.

SAINT JOHN



1. Gather Data

The City of Saint John can facilitate data gathering to fully
understand the impact of AIM through:

e Online engagement - Work with Liveable Saint John to
gather data by promoting online engagement activities
and through email or tools such as Shape your City

e In-Person events - Promote events and provide access
to facilities for public engagement events to gather input
from the public

e Soil Testing - Conduct independent soil testing to
understand the health+environmental risks



2. Collaborate with other Agencies

The City of Saint John can partner with local and
regional agencies and organizations to help make
recommendations and facilitate a long-term solution,
and define a set of guidelines for managing the
long-term community impacts of port activity:

Envision Saint John

Port Saint John

Uptown Saint John

Department of the Environment
Department of Health

Other community organizations
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3. Review Arrangement with SJ Energy

Saint John Energy currently supplies
power to AIM. The City of Saint John can:

Review the arrangement made with AIM
in 2011, which was intended to be a
“temporary solution”

Review bylaws, policies, and liabilities
related to the use of power by Saint John
Energy customers, and make
recommendations with respect to the
supply of energy to industries that create
a risk to public safety.

&#CBC | MENU v~ Q search 2 signin

New Brunswick

Saint John will supply electricity to scrap metal
project
CBC News - Posted: Oct 06, 2011 8:04 PM ADT | Last Updated: October 6, 2011

f X = & in

Saint John Energy has agreed to supply electricity to American Iron and Metal's
waterfront scrap operation and it will do it mostly along existing lower voltage wires.

The $30-million industrial project at the city's port was in jeopardy this year when
American Iron and Metal threatened to pull its operations out of Saint John this
summer — after NB Power's plan to supply electricity to the project fell through.

City council blocked the construction of a high-voltage power line that bothered
residents in a west-end neighbourhood. In July, a petition with 250 names on it
opposing the project was presented at City Hall.

The company has stepped in with what it calls a "temporary solution" to supply
electricity to the operation.



4. Intervene with DELG

AIM has benefited from a lack of environmental regulation in NB - In the
event that AIM resumes operations, The City of Saint John can take an
intervenor role with the Department of The Environment, and recommend
stringent regulations in their Approval to Operate including:

Changing AlM’s license from a Class 1 to a Class 4 status

Comprehensive environmental impact assessment

Emergency measures to prevent fires, explosions, or release of toxins
Measures to prevent the spread of dust and smoke to residential areas
Noise mitigation requirements

Increased environmental monitoring and proactive public reporting of noise,
air, and water pollution

ook o0~



5. Relocation and Remediation

As part of a long-term solution,
the City of Saint John can:

Facilitate a relocation plan - with participation
from Growth, Develop Saint John, Envision
Saint John, Port Saint John, ACOA, and other
provincial and federal agencies

Initiate Neighborhood Remediation - Assess

costs and develop a remediation plan for
neighborhoods that have been impacted by the
AIM facility, including impacts on property
value, soil contamination, seismic damage, etc.



Thank You!



