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Key Messages
➔ Snow moves into northeast Nebraska morning and spreads 

east through this afternoon. Snow exits by early Friday 
morning.

➔ Northwest winds gusting 30-35 mph will lead to blowing and 
drifting snow and visibility under ½ mile at times.

➔ The Thursday morning commute may be impacted in a few 
spots, but expect more widespread impacts during the 
evening commute lasting into Friday.
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Key Messages: Be concise and use plain language. Avoid 
meteorologist speak, and focus on the elements of the forecast that 
may require action from partners or the public. 

Important Forecast Changes: In this section we what to mention 
significant changes that may affect partner decision making. If 
Warnings, Advisories or Watches are issued or modified, mention it 
here. You might also talk about major changes in the snow or ice 
forecast, or large shifts in storm track. 

Overall Forecast Confidence: Please adjust the slider to indicate 
you overall confidence level in the event. Use forecaster discretion as 
confidence may vary by weather hazards. When in doubt, hedge 
towards a slightly lower confidence.

WWA Graphic: The preferred graphic for this slide is the WWA map 
from the Briefing Image Generator. These images can be inserted via 
the content generator. If for some reason this is unavailable, please 
us a GraphiDSS image. Make sure the image is cropped 
appropriately and includes data outside our CWA. In the rare case in 
which a WWA map isn’t available, the image on this slide is at the 
discretion of the forecaster.

Forecast Updates
➔ Decreased snow totals north, dropping Knox and Cedar 

Counties from the Winter Weather Advisory

Snow to Impact Travel Today
Expect slick roads and reduced visibility

https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.html
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Snowfall Forecast This map must be edited within 
PowerPoint and then copied (via 
screen capture or saving as an image) 
into this Google Slide. This map is 
available as “Regional” scale in the 
following folder. 

F:\
DSS_SocialMedia_WxStory\
Social Media WxStory Templates\
Winter\
7_Background Templates (Don't Touch)

Forecast Details
➔ Snow rates are forecast to reach 1”/hr and result in 

whiteout conditions combined with the wind gusts 
30 to 35 mph.

➔ Snow will start heavy and wet, but will become 
more fluffy and easier to blow/drift through the day.

➔ Any wet surfaces due to melting snow during the 
day will freeze over this evening as temperatures 
plunge into the 20s.
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Chance of 4+ Inches of Snow This map must be edited within 
PowerPoint and then copied (via 
screen capture or saving as an image) 
into this Google Slide. This map is 
available as “Regional” scale in the 
following folder. 

F:\
DSS_SocialMedia_WxStory\
Social Media WxStory Templates\
Winter\
7_Background Templates (Don't Touch)

Key Messages
➔ Areas along a line 

from Columbus to 
Omaha to Atlantic 
have a 65 to 85% 
chance of 4+ inches 
of snow.

◆ A sharp 1 to 2 
county cut-off in 
snow amounts is 
expected to the 
north and south of 
these areas.
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This is an alternate option for 
timing. Whatever we use, be 
sure to use something to 
address timing of the 
hazardous weather. 

To select different images, 
open:

● Add Content Menu
● Content Creator
● Models & Forecasts 

(WAVE)
● Select an area, model, 

and output (usually 
reflectivity)

● Click on the image you 
want to replace

● Right click on the 
replacement image, 
Replace

Timing Details
➔ Light snow begins later this morning between 6-9am 

in northeast Nebraska spreading east by this 
afternoon.

➔ Minor impacts for the morning commute in a few 
spots due to the combination of light snow and 
gusty winds.

➔ More widespread travel impacts are expected for the 
evening commute with blowing and drifting snow 
possible.

➔ The heaviest snow is expected between 3PM - 9PM.

➔ Light snow lingers into the evening and tapers off 
overnight.

Winter Weather Timing
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This is an alternate option for 
timing. Whatever we use, be 
sure to use something to 
address timing of the 
hazardous weather. 

To select different images, 
open:

● Add Content Menu
● Content Creator
● Models & Forecasts 

(WAVE)
● Select an area, model, 

and output (usually 
reflectivity)

● Click on the image you 
want to replace

● Right click on the 
replacement image, 
Replace

Key Messages
➔ Northeast winds increase during the morning. 

Wind gusts of 30 to 35 mph are forecast.

➔ Winds shift to the north-northwest in the 
afternoon.

➔ The combination of gusty winds and falling 
snow/new snowfall will result in blowing and 
drifting snow.

➔ Blowing snow will cause reductions to visibility 
and result in travel impacts during the evening 
commute.

➔ Wind chills in the single digits are expected 
Thursday night into Friday morning.

Winds Pick Up Thursday
Winds gust as high as 35 mph

Timing of 
the 

strongest 
winds 

outlined in 
red.

Winds may 
gust as 

high as 35 
mph.
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Required: Timing Information
Timing Graphic: In this section should describe the impacts of the 
weather hazards mentioned on the prior slide. Possible impacts may 
include: Power outages due to ice, low visibility for travelers in 
blowing snow, slippery and snow covered roadway, cold related 
illness, etc…

Impacts Graphic: The 

Additional Resources
➔ NWS Omaha Web Page
➔ NWS Omaha Winter Page
➔ Winter Storm Severity Index
➔ Winter Weather Safety
➔ Reporting Winter Weather
➔ Recent Snowfall Reports
➔ NE 511 | IA 511

Social Media: Facebook | X

➔ Focus on the potential. 
Winter forecasts can 
change and the axis of 
heaviest snow can shift. 

➔ Stay informed. Please 
reach out to us with 
additional questions. 

Points to Remember

Safety and Resources

http://www.weather.gov/oax
https://weather.gov/oax/winter
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/wwd/wssi/wssi.php?id=OAX
https://www.weather.gov/safety/winter
https://www.weather.gov/crh/stormreports?sid=oax
https://www.weather.gov/source/crh/snowmap.html?sid=oax
https://www.511.nebraska.gov/
https://www.511ia.org/
http://facebook.com/NWSomaha
http://twitter.com/NWSOmaha

