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Winter Storm Tonight Through Tuesday

Key Messages
➔ A strong winter storm will bring hazardous travel 

conditions late tonight through Tuesday.

➔ Several inches of snow are forecast. Icing is not 
expected.

➔ Gusty winds up to 40-45 mph and visibilities below a 
half mile could eventually produce near-blizzard 
conditions with blowing and drifting snow Monday night 
into Tuesday morning.

Important Forecast Changes
➔ Increased Snowfall Amounts Slightly

Low Medium High

Forecast Confidence

Required: Key Messages, Important 
Forecast Changes, Forecaster Confidence 
& WWA Graphic
Key Messages: Be concise and use plain language. Avoid 
meteorologist speak, and focus on the elements of the forecast that 
may require action from partners or the public. 

Important Forecast Changes: In this section we what to mention 
significant changes that may affect partner decision making. If 
Warnings, Advisories or Watches are issued or modified, mention it 
here. You might also talk about major changes in the snow or ice 
forecast, or large shifts in storm track. 

Overall Forecast Confidence: Please adjust the slider to indicate 
you overall confidence level in the event. Use forecaster discretion as 
confidence may vary by weather hazards. When in doubt, hedge 
towards a slightly lower confidence.

WWA Graphic: The preferred graphic for this slide is the WWA map 
from the Briefing Image Generator. These images can be inserted via 
the content generator. If for some reason this is unavailable, please 
us a GraphiDSS image. Make sure the image is cropped 
appropriately and includes data outside our CWA. In the rare case in 
which a WWA map isn’t available, the image on this slide is at the 
discretion of the forecaster.

https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.html
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Expected Snowfall Tonight Through Tuesday

Snow Potential Tonight-Tuesday
➔ Snow is expected to start after 9 pm in 

northeast Nebraska, and closer to 6 am 
Monday elsewhere. The snow will continue  
through early Tuesday morning.

➔ Heaviest snow is expected to fall between 9am 
Monday morning and midnight Monday night.

➔ Snowfall rates could exceed 1” per hour by late 
Monday morning through early evening. 

◆ Brief periods of 2+” per hour rates will 
be possible around noon in southeast 
Nebraska.

Required: Winter Weather Hazards & 
Primary Hazard Graphic
Winter Weather Hazards: Briefly highlight the winter weather 
hazards with this event in descending order of importance. The first 
hazard mentioned should be associated with the graphic on the right. 
Example: For a Winter Storm Warning your would highlight snowfall 
first. Then mention peak wind gusts, ice accumulation or extreme 
cold. 

Primary Hazard Graphic: The graphic on this slide should represent 
the primary hazard. In the event of a Winter Storm Warning this would 
likely be a snowfall graphic (either ranges or probability of 
exceedance). For an Ice Storm Warning this would be forecast Ice 
accumulation or probability of exceedance. When available the 
graphic should be created with GraphiDSS.

Valid 6 pm Sunday through 6 pm Tuesday 

➔ Rain/Snow mix possible Sunday night - early 
Monday morning.
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Snow Potential Tonight to Tuesday
6 PM Sunday - 6 PM Tuesday

Snow Potential Sun-Tue
➔ Snow is expected to start after 6pm Sunday 

and continue through early Tuesday morning. 

➔ There is a 40-60% chance of significant 
snowfall (>6”) across parts of eastern 
Nebraska and western Iowa.

➔ There are still some questions on where the 
snow/rain transition line sets up. This could 
limit snowfall amounts for southeast NE and 
southwest IA where lower amounts are 
expected. 

➔ As confidence grows in the forecast, 
additional details will be provided. 

Required: Winter Weather Hazards & 
Primary Hazard Graphic
Winter Weather Hazards: Briefly highlight the winter weather 
hazards with this event in descending order of importance. The first 
hazard mentioned should be associated with the graphic on the right. 
Example: For a Winter Storm Warning your would highlight snowfall 
first. Then mention peak wind gusts, ice accumulation or extreme 
cold. 

Primary Hazard Graphic: The graphic on this slide should represent 
the primary hazard. In the event of a Winter Storm Warning this would 
likely be a snowfall graphic (either ranges or probability of 
exceedance). For an Ice Storm Warning this would be forecast Ice 
accumulation or probability of exceedance. When available the 
graphic should be created with GraphiDSS.

Probability of 6”+ of snow Probability of 8”+ of snow 
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Possible Event Timing

12 AM Monday, Jan 8 6 AM Monday, Jan 8

One Model Scenario Based on 12z GFS

L
L
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Possible Event Timing

Noon Monday, Jan 8 6 PM Monday, Jan 8

One Model Scenario Based on 12z GFS

L
L
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Possible Event Timing

12 AM Tuesday, Jan 9 6 AM Tuesday, Jan 9

One Model Scenario Based on 12z GFS

L L
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Detailed Timing Information
➔ Commutes on Monday morning, 

Monday night, and Tuesday morning 
will be impacted. 

➔ The Monday evening commute 
could be especially hard due to 
heavy snow. Be prepared to adjust 
travel if necessary.

➔ The Tuesday morning commute 
could be impacted by near blizzard 
conditions with strong winds 
blowing/drifting snow, even after 
snow stops falling.

➔ Is your city not in the table? 
Check weather.gov/forecastpoints.

Precipitation Type & Timing Required: Timing Information
Timing Graphic: In this section should describe the impacts of the 
weather hazards mentioned on the prior slide. Possible impacts may 
include: Power outages due to ice, low visibility for travelers in 
blowing snow, slippery and snow covered roadway, cold related 
illness, etc…

Impacts Graphic: The 

http://weather.gov/forecastpoints
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Strong Wind Gusts Tuesday Morning

Key Messages
➔ Near-blizzard conditions due to blowing/drifting snow 

will eventually develop later in the event. This will 
cause hazardous travel conditions even after snow 
stops falling.

◆ Blowing/drifting snow Tuesday morning will 
be most likely along and west of US-77

➔ Easterly winds 10-20 mph are expected to strengthen 
and become north northwest across the area Monday 
night and diminish after Noon on Tuesday.

➔ Wind gusts should reach peak intensity Tuesday 
morning between 4am and 11am. Wind gusts up to 45 
mph will be possible.

Maximum Wind Gusts 
Monday Night - Tuesday
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Coldest Wind Chills Next Weekend

Key Messages
➔ A strong cold front is expected to move through 

the region Thursday bringing temperatures well 
below average.

➔ Wind chills are expected to remain below 0 across 
the entire region from Thursday night through 
Sunday morning.

➔ Coldest wind chills are expected Saturday morning 
and could drop into the -30s. 

Low Medium High

Forecast Confidence

WIND CHILLS
Sat. Night - Sun. Morning
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Cold Weather Coming
Example Temperature and Wind Chill Forecast for Omaha

➔ Check weather.gov/forecastpoints

http://weather.gov/forecastpoints
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Safety and Resources Required: Timing Information
Timing Graphic: In this section should describe the impacts of the 
weather hazards mentioned on the prior slide. Possible impacts may 
include: Power outages due to ice, low visibility for travelers in 
blowing snow, slippery and snow covered roadway, cold related 
illness, etc…

Impacts Graphic: The 

Additional Resources
➔ NWS Omaha Web Page
➔ NWS Omaha Winter Monitor
➔ NWS Omaha Snowfall Forecast
➔ Winter Storm Severity Index
➔ Winter Weather Safety
➔ Reporting Winter Weather
➔ Recent Snowfall Reports
➔ NE 511 | IA 511

Social Media: Facebook | Twitter

➔ Focus on the potential. Winter 
forecasts can change and the 
axis of heaviest snow can shift. 

➔ Stay informed. Please reach 
out to us if you have any 
questions. 

Points to Remember

http://www.weather.gov/oax
https://www.weather.gov/oax/winter_monitor
http://weather.gov/oax/winter
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/wwd/wssi/wssi.php?id=OAX
https://www.weather.gov/safety/winter
https://www.weather.gov/crh/stormreports?sid=oax
https://www.weather.gov/source/crh/snowmap.html?sid=oax
https://www.511.nebraska.gov/
https://www.511ia.org/
http://facebook.com/NWSomaha
http://twitter.com/NWSOmaha

