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Winter Storm Continues Today

Key Messages
➔ Heavy snow with blizzard conditions possible in central and 

northeast Nebraska. Travel could become impossible in these 
areas through the day today with several inches of snow forecast.

➔ Snow, freezing rain, and rain elsewhere today leading to minor 
travel impacts.  

➔ Snow chances continue into Tuesday, with only minor 
accumulations expected, with all snowfall ending by early 
Wednesday.

Important Forecast Changes
➔ A quicker end to blizzard and winter weather conditions for 

eastern NE and southwestern IA, with winter headlines ending 
Monday evening or early Tuesday morning. Additional snow 
showers Tuesday are still possible but not expected to have 
significant impacts. 

Low Medium High

Overall Forecast Confidence

Required: Key Messages, Important 
Forecast Changes, Forecaster Confidence 
& WWA Graphic
Key Messages: Be concise and use plain language. Avoid 
meteorologist speak, and focus on the elements of the forecast that 
may require action from partners or the public. 

Important Forecast Changes: In this section we what to mention 
significant changes that may affect partner decision making. If 
Warnings, Advisories or Watches are issued or modified, mention it 
here. You might also talk about major changes in the snow or ice 
forecast, or large shifts in storm track. 

Overall Forecast Confidence: Please adjust the slider to indicate 
you overall confidence level in the event. Use forecaster discretion as 
confidence may vary by weather hazards. When in doubt, hedge 
towards a slightly lower confidence.

WWA Graphic: The preferred graphic for this slide is the WWA map 
from the Briefing Image Generator. These images can be inserted via 
the content generator. If for some reason this is unavailable, please 
us a GraphiDSS image. Make sure the image is cropped 
appropriately and includes data outside our CWA. In the rare case in 
which a WWA map isn’t available, the image on this slide is at the 
discretion of the forecaster.

12 am Monday - 6 am Wednesday Best area that might  
need to be upgraded to 
a winter storm warning

later today?

https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.html
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Snow Highlights
Event Total Snowfall Forecast Through 6 am Wednesday

Expected Snowfall
➔ Snow amounts have again decreased slightly since 

the last forecast issuance.

➔ Best chance for accumulating snowfall in our area is 
through this evening. 

➔ Highest accumulations in central and northeast 
Nebraska where several inches are forecast. 

➔ Snowfall amounts in the pink oval especially could 
be on the lower end of the ranges due to mixed 
precipitation this morning, and a dry slot shutting off 
precipitation earlier.  

➔ Gusty northwest expected to lead to blizzard 
conditions in central and northeast Nebraska. 

◆ Sustained northwest 20-30 mph with gusts 
up to 45 mph will create whiteout 
conditions for portions of central and 
northeast Nebraska. Winds will diminish to 
less than 20 mph through this evening.

Required: Key Messages, Important 
Forecast Changes, Forecaster Confidence 
& WWA Graphic
Key Messages: Be concise and use plain language. Avoid 
meteorologist speak, and focus on the elements of the forecast that 
may require action from partners or the public. 

Important Forecast Changes: In this section we what to mention 
significant changes that may affect partner decision making. If 
Warnings, Advisories or Watches are issued or modified, mention it 
here. You might also talk about major changes in the snow or ice 
forecast, or large shifts in storm track. 

Overall Forecast Confidence: Please adjust the slider to indicate 
you overall confidence level in the event. Use forecaster discretion as 
confidence may vary by weather hazards. When in doubt, hedge 
towards a slightly lower confidence.

WWA Graphic: The preferred graphic for this slide is the WWA map 
from the Briefing Image Generator. These images can be inserted via 
the content generator. If for some reason this is unavailable, please 
us a GraphiDSS image. Make sure the image is cropped 
appropriately and includes data outside our CWA. In the rare case in 
which a WWA map isn’t available, the image on this slide is at the 
discretion of the forecaster.

https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.html
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Best & Worst Case Scenario for Snowfall

High End Snowfall TotalsLow End Snowfall Totals
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Ice Highlights

Expected Ice Accumulation
➔ There is still some potential for icing this 

morning along and east of the Missouri River.

➔ Once the snow tapers off this evening, there is 
some icing potential in northeast Nebraska late 
tonight. 

➔ Amounts overall are expected to be less than 
0.10” inches, but could still create travel 
impacts with slick roads.

Required: Key Messages, Important 
Forecast Changes, Forecaster Confidence 
& WWA Graphic
Key Messages: Be concise and use plain language. Avoid 
meteorologist speak, and focus on the elements of the forecast that 
may require action from partners or the public. 

Important Forecast Changes: In this section we what to mention 
significant changes that may affect partner decision making. If 
Warnings, Advisories or Watches are issued or modified, mention it 
here. You might also talk about major changes in the snow or ice 
forecast, or large shifts in storm track. 

Overall Forecast Confidence: Please adjust the slider to indicate 
you overall confidence level in the event. Use forecaster discretion as 
confidence may vary by weather hazards. When in doubt, hedge 
towards a slightly lower confidence.

WWA Graphic: The preferred graphic for this slide is the WWA map 
from the Briefing Image Generator. These images can be inserted via 
the content generator. If for some reason this is unavailable, please 
us a GraphiDSS image. Make sure the image is cropped 
appropriately and includes data outside our CWA. In the rare case in 
which a WWA map isn’t available, the image on this slide is at the 
discretion of the forecaster.

Event Total Ice Forecast Through 6 am Wednesday

https://intra.crh.noaa.gov/gis/b2.html
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Peak Wind Forecasts

Monday, December 25th Tuesday, December 26th
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Potential Winter Impacts 

Key Messages
➔ Major impacts possible in central 

and northeast Nebraska due to 
heavy snow and blizzard conditions.

➔ Minor to Moderate impacts 
elsewhere due to snowfall, strong 
winds, and some icing potential.

➔ Consider altering travel plans in 
areas of Moderate to Major impacts 
today. Travel may become eventually 
impossible in those areas.

➔ Expect slick, snow-covered roads 
and poor visibility due to the 
combination of gusty winds and 
falling snow.

Required: Potential Impacts & Impacts 
Graphic
Potential Impacts: In this section should describe the impacts of the 
weather hazards mentioned on the prior slide. Possible impacts may 
include: Power outages due to ice, low visibility for travelers in 
blowing snow, slippery and snow covered roadway, cold related 
illness, etc…

Impacts Graphic: The 

Minor Impacts
● Expected a few inconveniences to 

daily life.
● Winter Driving Conditions. Use caution 

while driving.

Moderate Impacts
● Expected disruptions to daily life.
● Hazardous driving conditions. Use extra 

caution while driving.
● Closure and disruptions to infrastructure 

may occur.

Major Impacts
● Expected considerable disruptions to 

daily life.
● Dangerous or impossible driving 

conditions. Avoid travel if possible.
● Widespread closures and disruptions to 

infrastructure may occur.

Extreme Impacts
● Expected  substantial disruptions to 

daily life.
● Extremely dangerous or impossible 

driving conditions. Travel is not advised.
● Extensive and widespread closures and 

disruptions to infrastructure may occur.
● Life-saving actions may be needed.

Winter Weather Area
● Expected Winter Weather
● Winter Driving Conditions. Drive carefully.

Potential Winter Storm Impacts
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Safety and Resources Required: Timing Information
Timing Graphic: In this section should describe the impacts of the 
weather hazards mentioned on the prior slide. Possible impacts may 
include: Power outages due to ice, low visibility for travelers in 
blowing snow, slippery and snow covered roadway, cold related 
illness, etc…

Impacts Graphic: The 

Additional Resources
➔ NWS Omaha Web Page
➔ NWS Omaha Snow and Ice Forecast
➔ NWS Omaha Winter Weather Monitor
➔ Winter Storm Severity Index
➔ Winter Weather Safety
➔ Reporting Winter Weather
➔ Recent Snowfall Reports
➔ NE 511 | IA 511

Social Media: Facebook | Twitter

➔ Focus on the potential.
➔ Winter forecasts can 

change and the axis of 
heaviest snow can shift. 

➔ Stay informed. Please 
reach out to us with any 
questions. 

Points to Remember

http://www.weather.gov/oax
https://weather.gov/oax/winter
https://www.weather.gov/oax/winter_monitor
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/wwd/wssi/wssi.php?id=OAX
https://www.weather.gov/safety/winter
https://www.weather.gov/crh/stormreports?sid=oax
https://www.weather.gov/source/crh/snowmap.html?sid=oax
https://www.511.nebraska.gov/
https://www.511ia.org/
http://facebook.com/NWSomaha
http://twitter.com/NWSOmaha

